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7 idstate Boy Scouts take to the skies, 
c rtesy of e Keystone Right club. 

BY MATT MILLER 
mm,1I 2Jpalriot-news.com 

I ven-year-old Nick Heim­
bach was shive i g. d not 
just from the cold, ali be 
climbed into Ed Figuli's bri t 

Carlisle Airport yell wCessna at Ih
on atur~ morning. 

kk. a Boy S out wit Troop 68 of 
LingJestown. had reason to b a bit 
nervous. 

H was getting ready for his flrst 
airplane flight, a must to m his avia­
ti n merit badg' . 

Ni was asked ifh~ had preflight 
jitte "A little bit," he aid. 

till. he said, he 'as loo!ci.P.g for­
ward to h acting int the fri . ,cloud­
less sky. 

He was in ympathetic hands. 
Figuli, owner of the sho little 

1972 Cessna with the artoon bird 
Woodstock painted on it nose, once 
was a ut him elf. 

An ag1 out. in fact. A Boy 
Scouts of America ~I is affixed 
to the fuselage just out ide Fi H's 
cockpit. 

He'd flown in from Allentown to 
join a handful of other pilots in the 
Keystone Flight fiym club to give 
Nick and six other Troop 68 Scouts 
the rides they needed as the fmal step 
to earn their aviation badges. 

The boys already had learned a lot 
about the mechanics of f\igbl, but 
only in a ground~bound way. 

Figtili and his uddies were eager 
o give the a real f< 1for it. 

"I do this t se that look on their 
faces. the absolute j y," Figuli said as 
he prepared tq strap Nick in the co­
pil t seat for a hop to Harrisbur and 
back. "When I se:e that look. r know 
it's mission accomplished." 

Halfan hour after the plan 
lSO-horsepower ngine pop-pop­
popped to life and it clawed to the 
sky, Figuli got thatlook. 

It was evident in the wide-eyed 
grin Nick sported as the plane taxied 
to a stop. He hadn't just been a pas­
enger. He had a IS-minute stint at the 

controls. 

Submitted PhoIO$ 

Pilot Ed Figuli tells Boy Scouts from Troop 68 of linglestown how he 
c I!cks his 19n Cessna efore taking it aloft. 

"Cool. It was easier than I thought 
it would be," Nick said. 'The pilot did 

W 
Han: 

a great job." anl 
S out Mitchell Brady, 14, had the Th 

same reaction after flying with Mike part 
Marra. an Air Force colonel who Act. 
teach at the u.s. Army War 01­ Presi 
lege. TIl 

"lt W fun," Mitchell said, although the s 
a gusty wind "made it a little fiappy" lCS a:J 
up there. Tech 

"We I ve doing thi·, especially to He 
give back to the cout ," said Rick Stree 
Aurand of Harrisburg, a ystonc highl 
Flight member and fli instructor waul 

ha was the ringmaster for atur­ edge 
day's festivities. w . A and made sure ea h Scout re­
ceived a "first flight" ertifi<;ate from }'ear 
the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Ass ­
ciati n, an AOPA sticker and a pam­
phlet on aviation careets. 

Pilot Wayne Rearick ofCarlisle, 
who learned to fly after retiring, got Eal more than the mere satisfaction of 
helping the kids. talHe got an excuse to go aloft, some­
thing he never passes up, and the 
chance to introduce some futur pilot Th 
to the stark and simple joy of the wild Boan 
blue yonder. parc{ 

"The solitude is beautiful." Rearick Th 
said. "I just like being up there." land 

Figuli straps Scout Nick Hei bach 
into the cae it as the n-year-old 
prepares for his first aIrplane flIght, 
a requirement to earn hIs avia ion 
merit badge. 




